Today | have taken up my duties as Italian Ambassador to the Netherlands in the belief that the role
of a diplomat can be defined by three words: mission, vision and service.

Mission because we are sent, posted, to the extent that when we serve abroad we are called Heads
of Mission: it is therefore always necessary to remember those who sent us.

Vision because the diplomat must be able — through his observation of the reality in which he
operates — to provide a personal and original contribution to the work and always offer constructive
and innovative proposals.

And then there's service: | try never to forget that | am at the service of Italy; service means making
oneself available to one's country, it means safeguarding our national security, protecting Italians
abroad, supporting business and scientific research, promoting culture and defending our
civilisation: we must do it with passion so that it is not a lukewarm service but a cutting-edge one.

What starts today is a new beginning for me: | want to get straight down to work with enthusiasm,
to discover, get to know and learn from our fellow countrymen living in the Netherlands and from
the various Dutch interlocutors.

I will strive to further strengthen the excellent context of our bilateral relations with the Kingdom of
the Netherlands, favoured by the important VVan Wittel/VVanvitelli Dialogue relaunched by Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister Tajani, and reflected in the significant commercial interchange as well
as in the profitable cooperation in numerous and vast strategic sectors of common interest,
including European and Euro-Atlantic security, the fight against irregular migration, and the fight
against transnational organised crime.

I will also work intensively to promote Italy's national interests at international courts and
multilateral organisations based in The Hague.

I will be happy to read the proposals and advice of those who wish to collaborate with me and all
the Embassy staff in this new beginning: augusto.massari@esteri.it

Warm regards,
Augusto Massari
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